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SUBJECT: DANISH PRIME MINISTER'S TRIP TO CHINA 

REF: COPENHAGEN 2734 

BEGIN SUMMARY. DANES EXPECT TO DISCUSS TRADE 
RELATIONS GENERALLY WITH PRC AND ATTEMPT TO 
OBTAIN AGREEMENT ON ESTABLISHMENT OF JOINT TRADE 
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COMMISSION DURING PRIME MINISTER S VISIT. THEY 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



HAVE NO ILLUSIONS ABOUT POSSIBILITIES FOR SIG- 
NIFICANT TRADE EXPANSION IN THE SHORT RUN. 

AVIATION QUESTION MAY BE TOUCHED ONLY LIGHTLY. 
WITH DANES POINTING OUT THEY HAVE NOT YET BUDGED 
SOVIETS ON OVERFLIGHT RIGHTS TO CHINA. END SUMMARY. 

1. IN DISCUSSION WITH THUNE ANDERSEN. DIREC- 
TOR OF NEW MFA OFFICE OF ECONOMIC-COMMERCIAL 
RELATIONS WITH STATE TRADING COUNTRIES, ECON 
COUNSELOR WAS TOLD THAT THUNE ANDERSEN WILL BE 
PRINCIPAL COMMERCIAL OFFICER ACCOMPANYING PRIME 
MINISTER HARTLING ON HIS OCTOBER 18-27 VISIT 

TO CHINA. (AMBASSADOR HARHOFF, REPORTED REF- 
TEL AS PART OF THE DELEGATION, HAS SUBSEQUENTLY 
BEEN DROPPED.) ACCORDING TO THUNE ANDERSEN, 

HE WILL BE EXPECTED TO WORK ON FRINGES OF DE- 
LEGATION, SETTING UP HIS OWN SCHEDULE WITH CHINESE 
TRADE OFFICIALS. HIS PRINCIPAL FOCUS WILL BE 
TO OBTAIN CHINESE AGREEMENT ON ESTABLISHMENT 
OF A IOINT TRADE COMMISSION TO MEET ANNUALLY 
(IN RESPECTIVE CAPITALS) IN TIME FOR INCLUSION 
IN COMMUNIQUE AT END OF VISIT. HE SAID HE WILL 
TRY FOR AN EXCHANGE OF NOTES, AS DUTCH HAVE 
DONE, BUT WOULD BE WILLING TO SETTLE FOR VER- 
BAL AGREEMENT. PLUS MENTION IN COMMUNIQUE, AS 
BELGIANS AND SWEDES HAVE DONE. ACCORDING TO 
THUNE ANDERSEN, IOINT COMMISSION WOULD HAVE 
LOOSELY DEFINED PURPOSE OF ACTING AS FORUM FOR 
DISCUSSION OF TRADE MATTERS OF MUTUAL CONCERN 
WITH OBJECTIVE OF PROMOTING AND SMOOTHING TRADE 
RELATIONS. 

2. THUNE ANDERSEN SAID HE HAD NO EXPECTATIONS 
OF DEVELOPING LARGE TRADE OPPORTUNITIES WHILE 
IN PEKING, NOTING THAT DANISH EFFORTS OVER PAST 
SEVERAL YEARS, STARTING WITH PEKING TRADE FAIR 
IN 1972, HAVE BEEN MARKED WITH ONLY MODERATE 
SUCCESS. HE FELT THAT, AS MUCH AS ANYTHING, 

CURRENT EFFORT IS INTENDED BY PRIME MINISTER 
TO IMPRESS ON DANISH BUSINESSMEN THAT HE IS AC- 
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TIVELY HELPING THEM IN DRUMMING UP BUSINESS 
IN THESE DIFFICULT TIMES. HE SAID THAT PM WILL 
BE HOLDING A MEETING WITH INTERESTED BUSINESS- 
MEN NEXT WEEK TO HEAR THEIR PROPOSALS FOR TRADE 
DEVELOPMENT WITH CHINA AND WILL, IF REQUESTED, 

TAKE SPECIFIC OFFERS FOR THUNE ANDERSEN TO DIS- 
CUSS WITH CHINESE. 
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3. THUNE ANDERSEN NOTED THAT DENMARK NOTIFIED 
THE PRC ON SEPTEMBER - THAT IT WAS TERMINATING 
THE EXISTING TRADE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TWO 
COUNTRIES AT THE END OF THEIS YEAR BECAUSE OF 
EC PROHIBITIONS AGAINST BILATERAL AGREEMENTS 
OF THIS SORT. AS A REPLACEMENT, DANES HAD SUG- 
GESTED AN ECONOMIC COOPERATION AGREEMENT TO 
THE CHINESE BUT FOUND THEM UNINTERESTED; HENCE, 

THE PROPOSAL FOR A MORE MODEST AGREEMENT ON 

A JOINT COMMITTEE. 

4. THUNE ANDERSEN SAID DANES WOULD NOT RAISE 
AVIATION QUESTION BUT THOUGHT CHINESE MIGHT 
ASK HIM HOW FAR THE SCANDINAVIANS HAD GOTTEN 
WITH THE SOVIETS ON OBTAINING OVERFLIGHT AND 
LANDING RIGHTS FOR CHINA ROUTE NEGOTIATED LAST 
YEAR. IN THAT CASE, HE WOULD SIMPLY SAY THEY 
HAD GOTTEN NOWHERE AND THEN, HE ASSUMED, HAVE 
TO SIT BACK TO LISTEN TO A LENGTHY CHINESE DI 
ATRIBE AGAINST THE RUSSIANS. 

5. EMBASSY COMMENT: WITH BUSINESS ACTIVITIES 
ON A DOWNTURN AND EXPORT MARKETS UNCERTAIN, 

DANISH GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN VERY ACTIVE THIS YEAR 
IN PROMOTING COMMERCIAL INTERESTS IN HERETOFORE 
FRINGE MARKETS, PRIMARILY THE MIDDLE EAST AND 
EASTERN EUROPE. THE CHINA VISIT WILL GIVE THE GOVERNMENT 
YET ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR DANISH 
BUSINESS. 

DUNNIGAN 
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